were calculated on this basis.
The only result obtained that shows any appreciable amount of fractionation is the preparation of January, 1969 (60% yield). This reaction was stopped intentionally about halfway through completion in order to verify that incomplete combustion results in fractionation of carbon isotopes (Craig, 1961) . With respect to the total of 47 CO2 preparations from oxalic acid, only 4 had yields of less than 90%. Because of the "isotope-yield" correspondence, as is evident in Table 1 (1961) . It was stated earlier that problems encountered in the preparation of CO2 from oxalic acid by the dry combustion method used in this laboratory appear to be minor. Apart from the fact that the oxalic acid is given no pretreatment prior to combustion, only one change in the normal procedure for the preparation of other organic samples must be made. The normal procedure is fully described in Lowdon et al. (1969) and Lowdon and Blake (1970) . For the successful preparation of CO2 from oxalic acid, the temperature of the combustion furnace must be lowered from 700°C (for other organic samples) to 450°C, thus allowing the reaction to proceed very slowly. The reason for this change is not so much that a rapid reaction may enhance the chances of fractionation, but rather that a higher temperature causes rapid evaporation of the oxalic acid, giving rise to explosive mixtures in the combustion tube.
The results discussed here, and our experience have shown that the dry combustion method of preparing CO2 from oxalic acid is reliable and gives reproducible results, provided time and care is taken to convert more than 90% of the carbon to CO2. The major annoyance in the method is the length of time (ca. 4 hrs for 30 gms of oxalic acid) involved in sample preparation.
